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Ian Finlay : Columba  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Columba: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExtraordinaryBy ScotophileWorking on a graduate level paper, I 
found this book the most helpful of all of my secondary resources concerning St. Columba of Iona. I searched out this 
book because so many of the other authors I was reading made reference to Finlay on several occasions. Of all 
biographical materials out there on Columba, I found this to be the most comprehensive and accessible.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A good bookBy Daniel W. ToomeyI became fascinated with the life of Columba 
many years ago and found this book in paperback in the bookshop of the Iona Community on the Isle of Iona in 1993. 
It is comprehensive and objective. It gives a fair portrait of the man and an engaging overview of the times he lived in. 
It is the best writing that has been done on Comumba and it is history of the highest order.

This is a biography of the founder of the Iona monastery and community in which the author, having studied ancient 
documents and reading between the lines, sets out to destroy the accepted mythical image. He investigates the 
unconventional role of Columba as warrior-priest and king-maker as well as devout Christian, and traces his journeys 
from Ireland to Iona, Lindisfarne, Canterbury and Wales.


