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ChowThis book (and the entire 3-level series) is mostly well organized based on most commonly encountered 
conversational situations. Words and phrases I've been learning are very useful. I bought this book, as well as the other 
two levels (intermediate and advanced) to prepare myself for a trip to Mexico a few months from now. Now, as to why 
I believe this "Novice/Elementary Level" isn't really designed for the true notice, I want to point out a few caveats for 
future buyers:* First, this book doesn't come with audio (no attached CD or downloadable MP3) and no pronunciation 
guide. Even though the preface says audio cassettes are sold separately, they have stopped publishing them and they 
aren't available on the market. It'll be foolish for anyone who think that one can guess the pronunciation without any 
background in Spanish. So, don't use this book to self-teach - you will need an instructor or private tutor.* Second, 
there is no English translation for most of the words and phrases in the book. Pictures can only go so far to guide you. 
In some cases, you can probably guess successfully but you are ultimately better off using this book together with a 
dictionary or Google Translate.* Third, there is no answers to the chapter exercises. The exercises are designed for 
two people to communicate with each other. This is yet another reason why you will need to use this book with an 
instructor, tutor or conversation partner who's fluent in Spanish.* Fourth, there is no explanation of conjugation - not 
even a basic guide for regular verbs in simple present tense. If you don't know how to conjugate in Spanish, good luck 
making yourself comprehensible or good luck remembering the phrases in the book.This book would be useful for 
someone who took Spanish a long time ago and needs a refresher on basic conversational expressions. If you are self-
teaching, there are better books out there: (1) Teach Yourself's Complete Spanish (book with 2 CDs); and (2) 
McGrawhill's Easy Spanish Step-by-Step (book only but full of exercises to practice conjugation and gender 
recognition).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dated resource with limited potentialBy Jeff 
GuleserianI purchased this guide and its novice-level companion as a guide to increasing conversational fluency in my 
Spanish students. Unfortunately, all the guide does is give (dated) vocabulary surrounding thematic units (telephone, 
medical, household, etc.). Unfortunately, while the guide does give some relevant vocabulary and some paradigms for 
conversations, it does little in terms of instructing or enhancing fluency. In fact, the conversational "situations" it 
offers are sparse and difficult to keep on course. Any high school level textbook does a better job at providing 
vocabulary and conversational fodder in thematic divisions. Three stars is as generous as I can be until a new edition 
comes out.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GoodBy susanGood. Words and sentences you need to 
know! Studied this in a class and the exercises were a little confusing. Overall good book.

Confusing Textbooks? Missed Lectures? Not Enough Time? Fortunately for you, there's Schaum's. More than 40 
million students have trusted Schaum's Outlines to help them succeed in the classroom and on exams. Schaum's is the 
key to faster learning and higher grades in every subject. Each Outline presents all the essential course information in 
an easy-to-follow, topic-by-topic format. In Schaum's foreign language outlines, you'll get hundreds of examples, 
helpful usage explanations, and practice exercises to test your skills. Fully compatible with your classroom text, 
Schaum's highlights all the important facts you need to know. Use Schaum's to shorten your study time-and get your 
best test scores! Schaum's Outlines-Problem Solved.

From the Back CoverCommunicating in Spanish for intermediate levels in the Schaum's Foreign Language Series. 
Includes instructional audio cassette for use with the textbook.About the AuthorMcGraw-Hill authors represent the 
leading experts in their fields and are dedicated to improving the lives, careers, and interests of readers 
worldwideMcGraw-Hill authors represent the leading experts in their fields and are dedicated to improving the lives, 
careers, and interests of readers worldwide 


