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Terttu Leney : Complete Finnish Beginner to Intermediate Course: Learn to read, write, speak and understand 
a new language (Teach Yourself)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Complete Finnish Beginner to Intermediate Course: Learn to read, write, speak and understand a new 
language (Teach Yourself): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. I think it was actually fine before,new edition has a bit more text in 
EnglishBy TeroIt's the now classic Terttu Leney book. My previous one from 2004 was called just Teach Yourself 
Finnish, but all the readers are the same. There is some additonal material now, such as short paragraphs in English on 
life in Finland and some vocabulary builder lists.The grammar goes well into everyday use and you can certainly 
speak Finnish if you know that much of the grammar and know the vocabulary. I had this book when I was teaching 
my kids Finnish in the US. My son went on to take other classes (summer camp) and eventually a 200 level college 
class in Finnish.The current version also replaces the old fonts and headings and layout. I think it was actually fine 
before, and still is not bad but there was no need to change it. The illustrations are the same as in the original book. 
Well, on page 42 we have euro bills, they might have been markkas back in the 1990s.All in all, Finnish usage is well 
explained without getting into too much into grammar terms. The cases of nouns have to be named and explained, 
there is no way around that. Finnish verbs have quite complicated grammar and some of that is explained in text and 
examples. The index does not even list "participle", a basic part of more advanced Finnish grammar.There have been 
good books printed in Finland for foreigners, some in English, but they tend to be hard to find from abroad, Also, the 
modern classroom practice is to explain all in Finnish with perhaps study guides for a few foreign languages. Without 
a teacher, those are not much use.A few other American texts for the beginner have been around, but I can't say they 
are better.I've been involved in this somehow for 30 years and I have to say my most favorite book (in English) ever 
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was the Aaltio pair of Finnish For Foreigners 1 and 2. It survived a few printings in Finland past 1990 but I think has 
been passed by other books. It is still listed in on line bookstores in Scandinavia. Akateeminen, Finland's best book 
store, has gone downhill and the on line store disappeared. The Aaltio book is in one on line store for 36 euros. The 
part 2 book goes a little beyond this Leney fine effort, it simply has more advanced material to get you to read 
newspaper level text.Summary: no better book is available for the beginner. Finnish is best learned with some personal 
exposure to the country once you finish the Leney book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good 
beginners' bookBy mdromneyI will be working in Finland for two years and I purchased this book to begin learning 
Finnish. I haven't used any of the competitor books, so I can't make a direct comparison, but as a whole I was 
impressed by this book. It is thoughtfully and competently written. There is emphasis on good pedagogy, where 
grammar is introduced in bite-size pieces through meaningful conversational settings.The book covers the usual 
foreign language topics: greetings and introductions in the first couple chapters, then continuing with time, directions, 
food, travel, hobbies, etc. in later chapters. Each chapter begins with a few notes on Finnish culture. The heart of the 
book is various model conversations (with audio recordings on the accompanying CD), which form the basis for the 
vocabulary lists and the exercises. There is an answer key at the end.It is a compact book, shorter than its listing at 448 
pages would suggest. The book has slightly more material than what I'd expect to be covered in a semester-long 
introductory college course. In this sense this is definitely a beginner's book. The grammar is never presented in any 
"final" form, not even as an appendix, which also puts a ceiling on the book's usefulness. That's the reason the book 
doesn't get the full five stars---it doesn't feel as complete or authoritative as it could be.Some other reviewers seem to 
have complaints with the Kindle edition, but naturally such complaints wouldn't apply to the print edition. The book 
comes with a CD with basic but adequate listening tracks, which should work on any computer.Overall, it's a great 
book to help a beginning learner get out the gate and reach a basic level of conversational proficiency.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. and found the instruction excellent. HoweverBy Susie607I knew a tiny bit of 
Finnish, which is an advantage. I was a language teacher, and found the instruction excellent. However, it is not easy, 
and you have to work at it. Using free mobile apps are good supplements, but do not explain the grammar like this 
book does. My only problem with the book is that the print is small and light. I found myself enlarging portions of it. I 
researched a bit and found this book highly recommended.

Do you want to develop a solid understanding of Finnish and communicate confidently with others?Through authentic 
conversations, vocabulary building, grammar explanations and extensive practice and review, Complete Finnish will 
equip you with the skills you need to use Finnish in a variety of settings and situations, developing your cultural 
awareness along the way.What will I achieve by the end of the course?By the end of Complete Finnish you will have a 
solid intermediate-level grounding in the four key skills - reading, writing, speaking and listening - and be able to 
communicate with confidence and accuracy. Is this course for me?If you want to move confidently from beginner to 
intermediate level, this is the course for you. It's perfect for the self-study learner, with a one-to-one tutor, or for the 
beginner classroom. It can also be used as a refresher course. What do I get?-18 learning units plus verbs reference and 
word glossary and revision section-Discovery Method - figure out rules and patterns to make the language stick -
Teaches the key skills - reading, writing, listening, and speaking -Learn to learn - tips and skills on how to be a better 
language learner -Culture notes - learn about the people and places of Finland-Outcomes-based learning - focus your 
studies with clear aims -Authentic listening activities - everyday conversations give you a flavour of real spoken 
Finnish-Test Yourself - see and track your own progress *Complete Finnish maps from Novice Low to Advanced Low 
level proficiency of ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) and from A1 Beginner to 
B1/B2 Upper Intermediate level of the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) 
guidelines. The audio for this course can be downloaded from the Teach Yourself Library app or streamed at 
library.teachyourself.com.Rely on Teach Yourself, trusted by language learners for over 75 years.
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