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Living Language : Complete Portuguese: The Basics (Book and CD Set): Includes Coursebook, 4 Audio CDs, 
and Learner's Dictionary (Complete Basic Courses)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Complete Portuguese: The Basics (Book and CD Set): Includes Coursebook, 4 
Audio CDs, and Learner's Dictionary (Complete Basic Courses): 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. New readers start here.By D. BryanLet's be honest here. Nothing 
magical will happen just by buying a language course unless you work hard. That takes motivation and the main 
strength of these courses seem to be the way they keep you focussed on moving forwards. Admittedly having a 
Brazilian girlfriend has been a bigger motivation for me, but the logical flow through the basics (which is as far as I 
have got in the few days since this arrived) and the continual chances to try out what you are learning by constructing 
your own versions of the phrases and sentences, shows how this will work.The presentation of the course book, 
dictionary (you may need to buy a bigger dictionary later, but this one covers the course material effectively) and 4 
CDs in their gate-fold card holder, shows that the makers have paid attention to making it look inviting. It's too soon to 
tell whether my language skills and vocabulary will ever increase to the point where I can fluently converse with my 
girlfriend's family and friends, but as I said at the start you only get the benefits of any course by practicing. And now, 
if you'll excuse me I have some studying to do...10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Great self-
contained introductory courseBy JasonI used this book in conjunction with a Level 1 adult education Portuguese class. 
The book and CD's are both well-structured and useful.I was especially impressed with the dictionary, actually, 
because it places a big emphasis on showing usage examples of common words, within sentences. For example, the 
entry for the word "sem" ("without") contains the phrases "cafe sem acucar" ("coffee without sugar") and "sem 
duvida" ("without a doubt"). Really useful!15 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Well-designed and 
easily presentedBy Charles BellI have learned three other languages via the U.S. Foreign Service Institute 
methodology, which has its roots in the WWII Army Language School courses and has been refined and refined again 
and again over the years. This course follows very much along the same lines, with dialogues to memorize and careful 
introductions of new material. The accompanying audio is excellent, providing the help I need with the difficult 
pronunciations of Portuguese. My biggest problem is trying to memorize, as I am now 71 years old and my mind is not 
as absorptive as it was when I learned French (and am still fluent) when I as 23!

With Living Language Complete Brazilian Portuguese: The Basics, youll start by learning words, and then youll 
progress to phrases, sentences, and conversations. This simple four-step building block approach will have you 
speaking with confidence right from the beginning, and youll be able to learn gradually and effectively. Best of all, 
this comprehensive course includes everything you need pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, culture, and practice 
and its designed to be effective in a short period of time. So what are you waiting for? With Living Language, youre 
just a few simple steps away from speaking Brazilian Portuguese!This comprehensive course package includes:-40 
step-by-step lessons in a convenient coursebook-4 audio CDs with all the important course content-A comprehensive 
grammar reference section-Supplemental sections on e-mail and internet resources-An English-Portuguese/Portuguese-
English learners dictionary-A bonus pocket travel reference

About the AuthorLiving Language has been a proven and effective language learning instruction for over 65 years. 
Using techniques originally developed for the US State Department, the Living Language Method follows a four point 
approach from building a foundation of essential words and phrases, advancing to full sentences and conversations, 
practicing with recall exercises aimed at both short and long term memory and developing practical language skills to 
equip the learner in any situation. Living Language is an imprint of Random House LLC, a Penguin Random House 
Company. 


