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Found in Theological Writings Third Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you're going to buy this book, get it used!By Stuart B. HenlisNot 
worth the price! Rarely use it.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A good tool for students and 
professionalsBy M. T. CrenshawConsecrated phrases is a very approachable and useful dictionary for any student or 
professional who needs a reliable source to translate or just understand common Latin expressions, formulas and 
words used in theological and ecclesiastical texts (but not only in those). The book offers a great selection of entries, 
which are defined accurately but with an approachable and easy to understand language.The dictionary might appeal 
to those lay readers who want to learn the original meaning of words that are commonly used in English and have a 
Latin and/or ecclesiastical origin.On the other hand, I think the book is not comprehensive, as some common formulas 
used in titles related to Curia dignitaries, are not mentioned. To mention just one that I find a lot in the texts I work 
with is "in partibus infidelium" (in the land of the infidels) . While other words that are commonly known and 
understood are defined, for example, (singing) "a capella".Having this sort of dictionary in Kindle format is just very 
handy, so I am very happy with my purchase. Still, the lack of complete justification of the text makes it look 
unpolished, and I find that visually annoying. However, the main sin of the Kindle version is the total absence of an 
alphabetic index in the table of contents (I had to use notes to do that), while the crossed references between entries are 
not linked either. The book is not cheap for Kindle, so a bit of more thought and consideration for the reader would 
have been great.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Great dictionary of Latin theological phrases from 
the Catholic traditionBy Transcendental ThomistThis average-sized hardcover book contains a very full and satisfying 
A-Z dictionary of common Latin theological words and expressions. As the theological phrases are Latin, they are 
mostly drawn from the Roman Catholic theological tradition, as you might expect. Father Jim Bretzke, a Jesuit, has 
also written a few moral theology books marred by an unfortunate personal bias against the Magisterium (teaching 
authority) of the Catholic Church. But this particular book, for the most part, is a model of pure scholarship. In an 
impartial fashion, it seeks to give straightforward definitions of Latin terms one might read in a Christian theology 
classroom, injecting very little ideology into the treatment. If you buy any book by Bretzke, make it this one and leave 
the rest to garage sales. Unlike his recent "Handbook of Roman Catholic Moral Theology," this book is true desk 
resource that gives rare information not readily available through electronic venues like Google.

Consecrated Phrases has been a standard and valued reference work for theology students for many years. This new 
third edition is expanded by more than fifty percent from the previous edition. It includes many new entries, while 
entries from earlier editions have been expanded and extensively cross-referenced. The resulting volume functions 
better as a reliable guide to translation and a primer on the tradition out of which the consecrated phrases arose. The 
third edition contains many entries from canon and civil law, as well as terms from philosophy and theology.While 
Latin has often been called a dead language," Consecrated Phrases demonstrates convincingly that the tradition 
continues not just to live but to thrive. This book will aid generations of students yet to come in understanding, 
appropriating, and developing the best of that tradition.
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