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Kristina M. Gray : Crookston (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Crookston (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Crookston (Images of America)By josoyI received my book so fast. 
Couldn't believe the service. The book itself is great. My mom and her siblings and parents lived in Crookston and I 
lived there in the late 40's with my parents and brother. My great grandfather owned the Bangen Photo Studio so it was 
great to see pictures and references to it. Fun to look at and try to remember my early days there and when we would 
visit in later years. Good job Kristina.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating for those of us 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467110159


who love historyBy SteveI'm a lifelong resident of nearby Fisher and Kristina's book conjures up so many fond 
recollections and dreams of the days gone by. A treasure trove of pictures and history of a grand city.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Brings Me Home!By TonyI am really enjoying this book of my hometown! The 
old pictures are fantastic! So much work went into this to bring Crookston to life back in the 1900's! The history of my 
hometown is worth every penny!

Crookston was first settled in 1872, organized in 1876, and incorporated in 1879. By 1880, the enterprising young 
town known as the Queen City of the Northwest had 1,500 inhabitants. Its location on the Red Lake River and in the 
fertile Red River Valley secured its tenure as the Polk County seat. Crookston first served the northwest as a trading 
center, then as a grain shipping point, a lumbering center with large sawmills, a brewery and liquor distribution base, 
and a railroad hub with terminal facilities, a roundhouse, and office headquarters. It was also a banking center of the 
prospering northwest. By 1915, Crookstons population of over 8,000 people made it the 14th-most-populated city in 
Minnesota.

About the AuthorImages of America: Crookston was compiled and written by Kristina Gray, a Crookston native. For 
more than 15 years, she lived and taught English in China, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia. She highlights the 
artistry of many pioneer photographers whose images document the early settlers struggles and eventual triumphs. The 
Polk County Historical Society and knowledgeable members of the Crookston community provided photographs and 
explanations that tell the story of Crookston from the 1870s until 1929. 


