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W. H Hudson : Far away and long ago: A history of my early life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Far away and long ago: A history of my early life: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. On balance, worth readingBy SchmergulsI read Green Mansions on 
Jan 6, 1946, and was blown away and all these many years later I treasure the enjoyment and appreciation which I had 
for that book. When I became aware that Hudson had written a history of his early life, I was glad to locate and read a 
copy of this work, first published in 1918 (though the copy I read was published in 1925). Hudson is primarily a 
naturalist, and I have no particular interest in nature; yet this account of the first fifteen years of Hudson's life growing 
up in Argentina I found, after a time, increasingly interesting. The final chapters especially caught me up. His 
sensitivity to birds, and all the fauna he found in his area of Argentina, as well as his astute observations of the people 
among whom he and his family lived, are of great interest. This book fittingly memorializes the boyhood years (1841 
to 1856) of a master of English prose.

1918. The first eighteen years of William Hudson's life were spent on the Argentinian pampas. Although he was a 
scholarly ornithologist, every page of this book reveals a rapturous delight in the wildlife of the pampas, animal or 
human. He mixed with cutthroat gauchos, pursued ostriches, explored lagoons, and allowed burrowing armadillos to 
drag him elbow-deep into the earth. A wonderful read. See other titles by this author available from Kessinger 
Publishing.

From the Back CoverAs W. H. Hudson lay sick in bed in England when he was nearly eighty years old, his entire 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000864G92


childhood returned to him so vividly that he could write in exact detail about these long-forgotten memories - starting 
with his earliest memories of the house in which he was born and finishing with the disastrous close of his childhood 
idyll at age fifteen when typhus struck.Far Away and Long Ago is told with such passion and candor that the grassy 
plains of Argentina, the gauchos, the birds and wildlife emerge from the pages. Not only great natural history, Far 
Away and Long ago is one of the most magical childhood memoirs ever written. (5 1/2 X 8 1/4, 352 pages) 


