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Alex Hills: Finding Alaska's Villages: And Connecting Them before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Finding Alaska's Villages: And Connecting Them:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An intriguing story of ayoung engineerBy DanToday, technologists
are working to bring modern communications networks to underserved towns and villages around the world,
sometimes finding their efforts at odds with the interests of politicians and corporate executives. Engineers who find
themselves called to these challenges of building our new, interconnected world would be well served to read this
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account of Alex Hills and hiswork in the 1970s to bring telephone and radio service to Alaska's most remote
communities.In Finding Alaskas Villages, Alex expands on the story of his early career in Alaska where he advocated
for and helped build Alaska's "bush telephone program.” Frustrated by corporate indifference to the program's
expansion, he turned his sights to public radio, taking on the role of chief engineer at KOTZ and, somewhat less
probably, "Alex in the Morning." In al hiswork, Alex approached his successes and challenges with the heart of an
engineer and the savvy of an executive who knew that connecting Alaska's villages was not just an engineering
problem.Whether you're involved in bringing technology to those who need it most, interested in the history of
communication systemsin Alaska, or just love a story about ayoung engineer trying to make a difference, you'll find
Alex'slatest book both instructive and entertaining.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An inspiring and
enjoyable bookBYy Bruce F WollenbergThis book by Alex Hillsisamust read for people who love technolgy and how
it can benefit people. Alex Hills, it turns out, is one of those hands on kind of engineers who is not satisfied to just
design new devices and test them in alab. He went to Alaska and took on the difficulties of installing VHF radio links
in small villages so native peoples could have a connection to the outside world. Thisinvolved flying in small
airplanes and trecking to aremote transmitter using a snow machine (snowmobile) all done in subzero weather.l have
read Alex Hills book on radio and Wi-Fi (Wi-Fi and the Bad Boys of Radio) and this book on Alaska shows him to be
avery resouresful engineer willing to tackle not only difficult problems of working in Alaska but even to tackle
problems of confronting alarge corporation, RCA, which was not performing up to its agreement to build a network
which would serve al of Alaska. He starts out in the employ of RCA to install VHF radio connections between
villages and the existing telephone network. When he leaves he corresponds with an RCA executive to try to get RCA
to live up to its commitment. Later he works on one of the first public radio stations in a small village, helping to get it
on the air and then becomes amorning disk jockey. He always maintains the attitude that the best technology needs to
be brought in to connect the villages of Alaska and this puts him into work involving satellite links to the villages to
bring reliable connections to telephone, radio and TV through specially placed earth satellites. There is amap of
Alaskain the front of the book that has all the small villages indicated, and it shows that Alex Hillswas indeed at
some very remote locationsin Alaska. Thisis aremarkable story well worth the read. It has some great photographs
and is an excellent compilation of Alex Hillstime spent between his graduate degrees on his way to becoming a
professor at Carnegie Mellon University. How fitting that he gave hislife to the peoplein the rural villages of Alaska
and then to educating students to go and do the same.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | thoroughly
enjoyed the bookBy Customer| thoroughly enjoyed the book. (Full disclosure - Alex | were at RPI together and active
in WRPI, the student FM station).My first job though wasin Sitka Alaskain the mid 60s, so it gives me some feel for
the conditions then.. We left Sitka about 4 years before Alex arrived but it was the same eraand Alex's stories ring
true. It was a great time to be there.

In Finding Alaska's Villages Alex Hillstells how he traveled Alaska by bush plane and snow machine, braving
extreme weather and rough terrain to bring telephone service to small villages across the big state. Alex and histeam
battled the wind at Little Diomede and used some creative thinking to bring phone service to that remote village. He
arrived at Little Diomede at the same time that some Inupiag Russians appeared on the seaice nearby.Alex later took
charge of KOTZ, Kotzebue's new public radio station, which he shaped into a valuable information resource for the
people of Alaska's huge northwest region. At each step along the way, Alex made friends with Alaska's village people
and devel oped a deep respect for them.In Finding Alaska's Villages Alex also describes how he helped the state's
telecom pioneers bring about an innovation that would forever change rural Alaska. It took some creative technical
work -- and some convincing of government officials and corporate executives -- to make it happen. Soon the needed
telecommunication services -- two-way medical communication, a phone in every house and business,and radio and
television programs -- were available in Alaska's villages.

Finding Alaska's Villagesis aquick read, enlivened by Hills amiable writing style and his readiness to credit a great
many people for their roles in connecting the farthest reaches of the state to each other and beyond. While a personal
memoair, it tells a much bigger story than just the author's experiences...Hills enthusiasm, generosity toward others and
focus on the human side of the story with a minimum of clearly explained science and engineering help makeit an
accessible read for anyone interested in an important part of how Alaska got whereit istoday. - David A. James,
Alaska Dispatch News



