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Laura Mauck : Five Points Neighborhood of Denver (CO) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Five Points Neighborhood of Denver (CO) (Images of 
America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Loved InformationBy C. L. JohnsonSecond in a series about Denver. 
This book has great meaning to those of us who were raised and came of age in the 1950s-1960s in what is known as 
East Denver. This is the part of town where most black folks lived during this time. The 5 Points area was the hub. 
Most black social life centered in and around the 5 Points. From "TKs" (Tomale Kings) where one could get a pig ear 
sandwich and chili dog to places like the 715, KC Loung, Porters and Waiters Clubs and the world famous Rossonian 
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Loung, everything worth wanting and doing happened on and within the 5 Points. Chi Chi the bootlegger was also a 
part of the lore of this era. I was too young to grasp the importance of the 5 Points while growing up but sensed that 
the whole area was important especially to my fathers generations. As I aged and the 5 Points lost appeal to the new 
black folks who started populating Denver and its gurgeoning suburbs, a treasure was lost and a historical era has past. 
Really a great book that anyone who has visited Denver, lived there or planning to move there should read.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. AN IMPORTANT ADDITION TO THE HISTORY OF DENVERBy 
Doug HawkA unique and rare glimpse into one of Denver's iconic neighborhoods. The photos included in the book are 
priceless and significant. For anyone interested in the history of Denver, the FIVE POINTS NEIGHBORHOOD OF 
DENVER is an important addition.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Denver history, always a great 
read.By D. E. DrakeFive Points, one of the more unique neighborhoods in Denver. Answers lots of questions about 
names, parks, statues, and misc. great read.

By the 1870s, the word was out about Colorado. East coast and Midwest prospectors, European immigrants, and 
African Americans newly freed from slavery, rushed to Denver to find work and their fortune in silver and gold. 
Captured here in almost 200 vintage images is the story of the African Americans who escaped the oppression and 
racism of the post Civil War South, and created a city within a city: the Five Points neighborhood of Denver. Named 
in 1881 for a bustling five-way intersection, the Five Points area became the commercial and social sector for African 
American churches, businesses, clubs, and homes, and the heart of Denver's black community. Showcased here are the 
photographs of once thriving Five Points businesses in the Welton Street business district, such as Otha Rice's Tap 
Room and Oven and the Rossonian Hotel, as well as the familiar faces of the Cosmopolitan Club, Madame CJ Walker, 
and Dr. Justina Ford, Denver's first African-American female doctor.

About the AuthorUsing extraordinary photographs from the African American Research Library and the Western 
History Department of the Denver Public Library, as well as images from personal collections, historian Laura M. 
Mauck highlights the numerous historical triumphs of African Americans in one of Denver's most tenacious 
neighborhoods. 


