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Kurt Hoelting : The Circumference of Home: One Man's Yearlong Quest for a Radically Local Life  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Circumference of Home: 
One Man's Yearlong Quest for a Radically Local Life: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Adventure and HopeBy First Baptist ChurchOften times we look at 
the grim news about our mother, Earth. Images of the Gulf Oil disaster flood us with painful images all in the name of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0306817748


quick corporate profit. It is for such a time as this, that Kurt Hoeltings inspiring book, 'Circumference of Home' arrives 
with a story of hope. Kurt spent a year circumnavigating his home on Whidbey Island as he takes a sabbatical from 
fossil fuel by travelling by foot, bike and paddle. It is a story that invites each of us to reconnect with those places we 
call home. It is a story of one man's attempt to lessen his carbon footprint with a spirit of adventure, that not only helps 
the earth, but deepens a sense of community with the human and natural world. This book encourages me to move 
from despair, to doing what I can to heal the earth and indeed to reconnect with this place I call home. ~ Kent Harrop3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. Confine My travel for 12 LONG MONTHS - Are You Kidding?By 
Barry GaleThis book gives me hope that if one person can radically alter his life for a year, hugely reduce his carbon 
footprint, find adventure and fun in the process, and inspire others to explore their own possibilities for reducing their 
footprint, then maybe there is some hope for civilization. Too often I see progressive friends and peers object rather 
vociferously to changing lifestyle even a little, as if you were asking them to commit to the vows of a monk. Kurt, 
through numerous stories, shows how these changes enhanced his experiences. His book is really a blend of two 
stories - that of a personal exploration of climate destabilization, and a deep exploration of his home region. And he 
shares his experiences with the prose of a literary master. Enjoy reading!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Since the Seattle area is filled with so much natural ...By NittlennySince the Seattle area is filled with so much 
natural beauty, I was hoping for some descriptions of what the author saw when he traveled through the various 
islands and towns. True, this wasn't supposed to be a travelogue, but I expected at least some ideas of what he actually 
saw on foot, on his bike, etc. Instead, it was just a lot of pontificating about his views on climate change, urban sprawl, 
etc.

This much is clear to me. If I cant change my own life in response to the greatest challenge now facing our human 
family, who can? And if I wont make the effort to try, why should anyone else? So Ive decided to start at home, and 
begin with myself. The question is no longer whether I must respond. The question is whether I can turn my response 
into an adventure. After realizing the gaping hole between his convictions about climate change and his own carbon 
footprint, Kurt Hoelting embarked on a yearlong experiment to rediscover the heart of his own home: He traded his car 
and jet travel for a kayak, a bicycle, and his own two feet, traveling a radius of 100 kilometers from his home in Puget 
Sound. This circumference of home proved more than enough. Part quest and part guidebook for change, Hoeltings 
journey is an inspiring reminder that what we need really is close at hand, and that the possibility for adventure lies 
around every bend.

From BooklistSpurred to fully embrace his eco-convictions, Hoelting set out on a yearlong experiment to travel no 
further than 60 miles while using only public transportation, his bike, his kayak, and his feet. Based in the San Juan 
Islands of the Pacific Northwest, the wilderness guide, meditation teacher, and commercial fisherman was amply 
prepared for this new way to appreciate the circumference of home. What could have been a simple green guide to 
local living is deepened by Hoeltings keen observations, wry sense of humor, and willingness to consider a regions 
past and present when assessing its future. From biology to geology to the cultures of multiple nations, he cuts a broad 
swath through a relatively small area, all the while marveling at how tired, wet, and hungry one can become when 
immersed in the elements. More reflective then any rant against modern living, Hoeltings unique study of what local 
really means is accessible to any urban dweller. And once again we learn that there really is no place like home. --
Colleen Mondor Sailing Home: Using the Wisdom of Homers Odyssey to Navigate Lifes Perils and Pitfalls Beyond 
the disturbing news of climate change looms the inescapable fact that we are all personally, viscerally, involved. How 
to understand this. What to do. The Circumference of Home is one mans answer. Hoeltings love for the landscapes and 
seascapes of his native Pacific Northwest transforms the grief of global warming into an adventure of the body and 
spirit. Written in the best tradition of American nature writing from H. D. Thoreau to Gary Snyder, this wonderful 
book will bring you deep pleasureand hope.Booklist, 5/1/10 What could have been a simple green guide to local living 
is deepened by Hoeltings keen observations, wry sense of humor, and willingness to consider a regions past and 
present when assessing its future. From biology to geology to the cultures of multiple nations, he cuts a broad swath 
through a relatively small areaMore reflective then any rant against modern living, Hoeltings unique study of what 
local really means is accessible to any urban dweller.EnergyTimes.com, 4/20/10 If youve been wondering what 
practices could bring you closer to an earth-friendly lifestyle, reading The Circumference of Home would be a good 
place to start. Curled Up with a Good Book, June 2010 A wilderness guide and commercial fisherman, Hoelting is in a 
better position than most to track the rapidly growing damage to ecosystems. No doubt this firsthand knowledge 
makes him more keenly aware of how our actions impact the planet and future generationsLest you fear that The 
Circumference of Home is another guilt-trip that you dont need or want, rest assured that Hoelting doesnt write with 
the sort of condescension that comes so easily from those who make remarkable sacrifices for a cause[Its] not a how-
to or a list of simple steps for saving the planet. It is an exploration of personal responsibility and discovery in the 21st 
century.Taste for Life, June 2010 [A] must read for menWonderfully engaging and written in the best tradition of 



American nature writing, The Circumference of Home is an inspiring guide. 


