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Hadoram Shirihai : The Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife: Birds and Marine Mammals of the Antarctic 
Continent and the Southern Ocean  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife: Birds and Marine Mammals of the Antarctic Continent and 
the Southern Ocean: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Everything you ever wanted to know about Antarctic WildlifeBy 
CalypsoMost detailed and researched book one could ever expect if interested in this subject. Certainly a fine text 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691136661


book for those wanting details of Antarctic wildlife. Not what the average person would consider a coffee table book.1 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. almost (but not quite) perfectBy bothellbuyerI've wanted to take a 
circumpolar Antarctic cruise for so many years, and this book is a fantastic primer. My primary interest is cetaceans 
(specifically Ziphiid whales and small Odontocetes) so I did not spend much time examining the bird section. This 
book covers cetaceans well, with a few small omissions. I did find it odd that although the book covers landbirds for 
subantarctic locations, it omits land mammals. Also omitted is Mesoplodon traversii. Although no information exists 
yet regarding the physical form of this Mesoplodon, it's skeletal remains have been found within the range covered by 
this book. Pitman hypothesizes that his Mesoplodon species 'B' MAY be M. traversii (a long-beaked Mesoplodon). A 
printing error on page 383 (Plate 33) of my copy omits portions of the name of most of the small beaked whales 
illustrated on this plate. Think of this page as a quiz (weak grin). At-sea photos of most of the cetaceans covered are 
included and plates with artist renderings of similar species summarize field marks for each species(Plate 30 - coastal 
dolphins porpoises, Plate 31 - oceanic and coastal dolphins, Plate 32- dark animals with similar, prominent dorsal fins, 
Plate 33- small beaked whales, Plate 34 - large beaked whales small baleen whales, Plate 35 - large rorquals and 
robust-bodied whales). Each species summary includes sections on Identification (confusion risks, main characters, 
age-sex variation, physical notes, chief identification at sea, similar species) Distribution biology (distribution, 
movements population, diet and feeding techniques, main social behavior, breathing diving, breeding biology), 
Conservation, Taxonomy. A range map is included for each species.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
GOOD BOOK!!!!By EdWIFE LOVES IT

This is a fully updated new edition of the award-winning Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife, the most 
comprehensive and authoritative guide to the birds and marine mammals of the vast and beautiful Antarctic region. 
Covering Antarctica, the southern ocean, and the subantarctic islands, this unique guide illustrates all of the region's 
breeding birds and mammals with some 920 color photographs and illustrations, including 300 new photographs. It 
features 128 color distribution maps and up-to-date species accounts that expertly detail abundance, seasonal status, 
and conservation prospects. The volume also covers numerous nonbreeding species, migrants, and vagrants, and the 
sections on albatrosses and petrels have been fully revised to make them current with the latest taxonomic knowledge. 
Regional chapters describe all of the subantarctic islands, in addition to most of the regularly visited sites in 
Antarctica, and are accompanied by maps and photographs of each area. These chapters present detailed information 
on geography, climate, geology, general ecology, and flora. They also address conservation efforts--past, present, and 
planned. The book concludes with practical information about visiting the area, including details on the best landing 
sites and notes on seasonal weather conditions. This is an indispensable companion for any trip to the far south, as well 
as an informative volume for anyone interested in the Antarctic region's remarkable, occasionally strange, and 
frequently beautiful animals. Features 35 color plates and some 920 color photographsIllustrates and maps the 
distribution of all of the region's breeding birds and marine mammalsIncludes information on many nonbreeders, 
migrants, and vagrantsFeatures expert text reflecting recent advances in taxonomyCovers all of the subantarctic 
islands as well as Antarctica's regularly visited sitesOffers travel tips, including weather considerations and landing 
sites 

Winner of the 2002 Best Bird Book of the Year, Birdwatch Winner of the 2002 Best Bird Book - Oceans and Islands, 
WorldtwitchPraise for the first edition: "This book contains more of the natural history of the Great White Continent in 
a single volume than any other book you are likely to find. . . . [It] goes well beyond describing the mammals and 
birds, offering a general treatise on the natural history of Antarctica."--Charles F. Wurster, Quarterly of Biology Praise 
for the first edition: "With the growth of interest in ecotourism, conservation, and research in Antarctica and the 
Southern Oceans comes a demand for an accurate, comprehensive guide to the area's wildlife, and this is it! . . . The 
plates . . . are among the best I have ever seen in any guide. . . . This is without a doubt the most authoritative guide to 
the region's wildlife."--Wildlife Activist Praise for the first edition: "The Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife is a 
remarkable book, probably the most complete general work on the topic ever produced, with more than 500 color 
photographs, 35 color plates and a 381-item bibliography. But these numbers tell only part of the story. The 
photographs are, almost without exception, simply terrific, representing the best work of 52 different photographers, 
each shot chosen for its beauty or its ability to show a particular aspect of the animal's identifying characteristics. . . . 
[An] amazing and valuable book."--Jeff Rubin, Polar Times Praise for the first edition: "This is an ambitious, single-
volume guide to the wildlife of the Antarctic, subantarctic, and associated regions in the Southern Ocean. It is very 
comprehensive, with details of all of the relevant bird and mammal species likely to be encountered. It will prove 
invaluable for both visitors--either tourists or scientists--and those with a fascination for this region."--Keith Reid, 
British Antarctic Survey From the Inside Flap"This is an ambitious, single-volume guide to the wildlife of the 
Antarctic, subantarctic, and associated regions in the Southern Ocean. It is very comprehensive, with details of all of 
the relevant bird and mammal species likely to be encountered. It will prove invaluable for both visitors--either tourists 
or scientists--and those with a fascination for this region."--Keith Reid, British Antarctic SurveyFrom the Back Cover 



"This is an ambitious, single-volume guide to the wildlife of the Antarctic, subantarctic, and associated regions in the 
Southern Ocean. It is very comprehensive, with details of all of the relevant bird and mammal species likely to be 
encountered. It will prove invaluable for both visitors--either tourists or scientists--and those with a fascination for this 
region."--Keith Reid, British Antarctic Survey 


