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Nathanael West : The Day of the Locust  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Day of the Locust: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. UnreadableBy 26ooReview is for this version. It feels like it's an 
accident? Like typos on the first page, it almost seems intentional its so bad but what the intent is I have no idea.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. A Must ReadBy john seegersSaw this recommended by Paul Theroux and I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1604443561


am really glad I read it. Not a happy, feel-good read but a darn good book.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. An American ClassicBy BabsI read it thirty years ago and it still holds up. An American classic.

The Day of the Locust is a 1939 novel by American author Nathanael West, set in Hollywood, California during the 
Great Depression, its overarching themes deal with the alienation and desperation of a broad group of odd individuals 
who exist at the fringes of the Hollywood movie industry. In 1998, the Modern Library ranked The Day of the Locust 
#73 on its list of the 100 best English-language novels of the 20th century. Time magazine included the novel in its list 
of 100 best English-language novels from 1923 to 2005, and noted critic Harold Bloom included it in his list of 
canonical works in the book The Western Canon.

Novel by Nathanael West about the savagery lurking beneath the Hollywood dream. Published in 1939, it is one of the 
most striking examples of the "Hollywood novel" in American fiction. Tod Hackett, a set designer, becomes involved 
in the lives of several individuals who have been warped by their proximity to the artificial world of Hollywood. 
Hackett's completion of his painting "The Burning of Los Angeles" coincides with the explosion of the other 
characters' unfulfilled dreams in a conflagration of riot and murder. --The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of 
LiteratureAbout the AuthorNathanael West is often compared to his close friend F. Scott Fitzgerald, but the dark 
humor and muscularity of his work offers something distinct to modern readers, exploring as it does the artifice and 
the dark reality of the human experience in the face of infinite promise - also know as 'the American Dream'. 


