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Ludwig Bemelmans : The Donkey Inside (Armchair Traveller Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Donkey Inside (Armchair Traveller Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Portrait of QuitoBy CustomerThe book is a classic. It gives a 
picture of Quito around the time of the Second World War. The portraits that he paints the local populace are well 
worth reading. Having spent three years in the late sixties in Quito gave me a great insight into the town and lifestyle. I 
understand from a contemporary of Bemelmans that he was somewhat of an anti Semite, which might have influenced 
his description of Jews, but it is still a charming book and if you are interested in Quito during that period of time there 
is no equal.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Timeless Stories Set in a Quaint and Idyllic CountryBy 
F. Orion PozoLudwig Bemelmans is most famous for his wonderfully illustrated children's book series based on the 
character Madeline. This is one of his non-fiction books for adults based upon his travels in South America.Originally 
published in 1941, The Donkey Inside contains chapters that originally appeared in Town Country, Vogue, Globe, and 
The New Yorker. Presented as a trip to Ecuador, this book is actually based on notes takes during several voyages 
through South America. Bemelmans says: "In a sense it is a portrait of that continent, from Chile to the Panama Canal, 
but it is focused on Ecuador, because there I found, in stronger outline than anywhere else, the things particular to 
South America." He claims that the characters in the book are by and large amalgams put together from several folks 
"to spare the reader the fatigue of meeting too many people."As a tourist, Bemelmans is the outsider looking in. His 
depictions of the native population is of a servant class to his main characters: the rich Ecuadorians and emigrants 
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from Europe. His focus on the rich and Europeans makes this book an interesting contrast to Ernesto Che Guevera's 
Motorcycle Diaries, written 10 years later by a native South American, which has a much more insightful and 
sympathetic view of the indigenous population. Both books are based on journals of trips along the west coast of South 
America.My favorite chapter is called Prison Visit where Bemelmans lies his way into Pichincha Prison in Quito. He 
has heard such terrible stories of conditions there, but the reality is that it is the most idyllic of situations where 
prisoners play music, paint their cells, and earn wages for their work that pays for their keep, provides them and their 
families with spending money, and creates a nest-egg for their release. The warden is portrayed as concerned and 
respectful, and the prisoners are grateful for the solicitous care.I found that Bemelmans is great at telling stories and 
describing people's behavior. Yet he relies on his illustrations to describe places and the environment, and the reader 
comes away with a limited view of the place. The book is illustrated with four two-page color illustrations and line 
drawing end papers in the distinctive Bemelmans style. One of the paintings, however, is a portrayal of Luchow's 
Restaurant in New York City that he dreams about when the local food gets monotinous.This description of a classist 
society from before World War II may not appeal to most modern readers, but the wonderful stories that Bemelemans 
tells and the characters that he creates are eternal. Those who choose to read this book will be rewarded with 
something much more than a travelogue; they will find timeless stories set in a quaint and idyllic country.13 of 13 
people found the following review helpful. Great reading and a start for "realismo mgico"By A CustomerBemelmans' 
account of his trip to Ecuador in the 30's is not only very readable material, amusing and instructive, but can be 
considered the first example of what we now call "magical realism."His narrative of his multiple encounters in South 
America as the second world war was developing in its initial stages clearly exemplifies the difficulties for reality to 
adapt itself to a fast changing world.Much more than a travel book, "The Donkey Inside" (forbidden in Ecuador when 
it first appeared there, back in 1941) is also a powerful tool to understand a very conflictive period in that country's 
history.Pedro Saad Ecuadorian Historian
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