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Elizabeth Kolbert, Francis Spufford : The Ends of the Earth: An Anthology of the Finest Writing on the Arctic 
and the Antarctic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Ends of the Earth: An Anthology of the Finest Writing on the Arctic and the Antarctic: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. For Environmental Science Class in CollegeBy ChristinaIt was a 
fantastic read! I love this book as well as the Antarctic "sequel." Even though it was for a college class, "The Arctic" 
will have a place on my bookshelf.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Delightful Frozen Fascinating 
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WonderlandBy Laura E. RabbethWhile I have read more about the Antarctica so far, as opposed to the Arctic side of 
the book, I would like to recommend this to people of all ages with an interest for the far reaches of our planet. At 
times, the reader will become so engrossed in the stories that are written in 1st person, she will want to curl up in a 
warm blanket and become VERY thankful for all comforts we take for granted, especially the healthy benefits of the 
sun. This book is hard to put down and luckily each individual story allows you to read bit by bit. You will discover 
how incredibly wonderful these brave men had such determination to succeed on their journeys into the wild, wicked, 
and unrelenting frozen tundras. I thank all who have made this book possible and I will cherish it forever.6 of 8 people 
found the following review helpful. Ends of the Earth: North and SouthBy Dag StombergA collection of superb 
writing: a compendiumof thoughts about the preservation of theArctic and Antarctic regions.We are reminded of what 
we are in danger oflosing.The challenge for us all, is to do somethingabout GLOBAL WARMING!Dag StombergSt. 
Andrews, Scotland

A beautiful literary anthology published to commemorate the International Polar Yearand remind us what we're in 
danger of losing.The Arctic and Antarctic ice shelves have been an object of obsession for as long as we've known 
they existed. Countless explorers, including such legends as Richard Byrd, Ernest Shackleton, and Robert Falcon 
Scott, have risked their lives to chart their frozen landscapes. Now, for the first time in human history, we are in 
legitimate danger of seeing polar ice dramatically shrink, break apart, or even disappear. The Ends of the Earth, a 
collection of the very best writing on the Arctic and Antarctic, will simultaneously commemorate four centuries of 
exploring and scientific study, and make the call for preservation. Stocked with first-person narratives, cultural 
histories, nature and science writing, and fiction, this book is a compendium of the greats of their fields: including 
legendary polar explorers and such writers as Jon Krakauer, Jack London, Diane Ackerman, Barry Lopez, and Ursula 
K. LeGuin. Edited by two contemporary authorities on exploring and the environment, The Ends of the Earth is a 
memorable collection of terrific writingand a lasting contribution to the debate over global warming and the future of 
the polar regions themselves.About International Polar Year -International Polar Year (which begins in spring 2007) is 
a major international science initiative that aims to focus public attention on the polar regions and our effect on them. 
The last such initiative, the International Geophysical Year in 195758, involved 80,000 scientists from 67 countries. 
This one promises to be bigger still.
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