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Marjory Stoneman Douglas : The Everglades: River of Grass  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Everglades: River of Grass: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In her beautifully written bookBy Susie M.In her beautifully written 
book, Marjory Stoneman Douglas presents a history of the Everglades that is as interesting and thought provoking 
today as the day it was published over 60 years ago The daughter of the founder of The Miami Herald, Marjory 
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Stoneman Douglas was inspired by her father's interest in the Everglades and she became an important early advocate 
for protecting the Everglades. This book played an important role in focusing attention on the importance of the 
Everglades. But, forgetting all that, the artistry of her prose describing the Everglades is reason enough to buy and read 
this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A classic for a reasonBy Walter T.I started reading this 
before a trip through the glades and finished on the plane home. The perfect companion. Some of the science is 
outdated, but the poetry of the presentation is well worth the effort of a little fact checking.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Historic classicBy Kim EsparanzaI am enjoying the book because it's a classic that 
poetically describes the history of the Everglades. The descriptions can be a little too poetic sometimes however 
making it hard to concentrate and get the information I was looking for. It's an important book however to have if you 
want to learn about this amazing area from someone who lived with it before the modern era.

Before 1947, when Marjory Stoneman Douglas named The Everglades a "river of grass," most people considered the 
area worthless. She brought the world's attention to the need to preserve The Everglades. In the Afterword, Michael 
Grunwald tells us what has happened to them since then. Grunwald points out that in 1947 the government was in the 
midst of establishing the Everglades National Park and turning loose the Army Corps of Engineers to control floods--
both of which seemed like saviors for the Glades. But neither turned out to be the answer. Working from the research 
he did for his book, The Swamp, Grunwald offers an account of what went wrong and the many attempts to fix it, 
beginning with Save Our Everglades, which Douglas declared was "not nearly enough." Grunwald then lays out the 
intricacies (and inanities) of the more recent and ongoing CERP, the hugely expensive Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan.

.com Originally published in 1947, The Everglades was one of those rare books, like Uncle Tom's Cabin and Silent 
Spring, to have an immediate political effect: it helped draw public attention to a vast and little-known area that South 
Florida developers had deemed a worthless swamp and were busily draining, damming, and remaking, and it mustered 
needed public support for President Harry Truman's controversial order, later that year, to protect more than 2 million 
acres as Everglades National Park. Remote and seldom visited, the Everglades nonetheless had a rich human history: 
several Native American peoples, Spanish explorers, French and English pirates, runaway slaves, and Anglo trappers 
and fishermen all came to this limestone basin and made their lives among its slowly moving water and fast-growing 
sawgrass. It is this human history, more than the life histories of the Everglades' deer, panthers, scorpions, serpents, 
and alligators, that occupies most of Marjorie Stoneman Douglas's pages; even so, her lyrical if sometimes sentimental 
account of the area's flora and fauna makes for fine reading. Douglas died in 1998 at the age of 107, having done more 
than any other one person to protect this magnificent portion of wild America. Anyone wishing to continue her good 
work--and to understand the Everglades' importance in the shape of things--will find great riches in her book. --
Gregory McNamee "This beautiful and bitter, sweet and savage book may be recommended not only to all residents 
and tourists of Florida, but to all readers concerned with American life and the great relations of man to nature."About 
the AuthorMarjory Stoneman Douglas is considered by many to be the first lady of the Everglades. What others called 
a worthless swamp, she dubbed the river of grass, and she fought fiercely to protect and revive the Everglades in her 
lifetime. Her autobiography, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas: Voice of the River, is the story of a strong-willed, 
determined woman who let nothing stand in the way of accomplishing her goals and living my own life in my own 
way. Everglades: River of Grass chronicles her involvement in Everglades affairs. 


