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Alan Moorehead : The Fatal Impact: The Invasion of the South Pacific, 1767-1840  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Fatal Impact: The Invasion of the South Pacific, 
1767-1840: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Title says it all - The Fatal ImpactBy Crazy DaveBrief popular 
history of impact of European exploration of Tahiti, Australia and Antarctica.Tragic but lucidly told story of the 
impact of western culture on native populations and environments.Alan Moorehead is best known for his "Gallipoli," 
as well as his historical travelogues "The White Nile" and "The Blue Nile." "The Desert War" recounts his experiences 
as a reporter in World War II.He writes clearly and elegantly.Excellent work of popular history.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Now I know how it went.By henrysonWhen I wanted to know about the discovery of the 
Nile, I read White Nile and Blue Nile. Now I know about the invasion of the South Pacific.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Interesting, but UnfocusedBy George BurnsMr. Moorehead had a knack for writing very 
readable books about intriguing subjects. This book fits the description, but has problems. The author chooses to look 
at the the impact of Western countries on Tahiti, Australia and Antarctica The problem is that they are so different: the 
great frozen continent has no people and the native people of Australia were quite unlike the islanders of South Sea 
islands. Indeed, while there was a tragic inevitability about the changes in Tahiti, there was real malice in the 
destruction of the Australian natives. The author has produced a series of interesting vignettes rather than a focused 
book.
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