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Newsha Tavakolian : The Fifth Pillar: The Hajj Pilgrimage  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Fifth Pillar: The Hajj Pilgrimage: 

A stunningly refreshing photo essay presenting the Islamic pilgrimage from a fresh perspective as one of the pilgrims 
on the ground.A remarkably gifted young photographer, Newsha Tavakolian founded the women's magazine Zan 
when she was just sixteen, and later worked for nine other reformist dailies, all since banned in her native Iran. Her 
work has been feted in National Geographic magazine as well as a host of other prestigious international photographic 
journals.Foreword by Rageh Omaar, the celebrated BBC TV journalist and presenter

From the Back Cover?Newsha Tavakolian, winner of the National Geographic Photographer of the Year Award 
(2006), turns her lens on the sites and visitors of the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. This photographic 
celebration of the Hajj pilgrimage will establish itself as an essential keepsakea treasured tool in presenting the sights 
the traveler will encounter in the holy cities. Newsha Tavakolians remarkable photography is reproduced here with full 
captions that detail the events and rituals that form part of the pilgrimage.About the AuthorNewsha Tavakolian:A self-
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taught photographer, Newsha started her professional life as young as sixteen years old. She went on to have her 
material published internationally and win awards with such prestigious journals as the National Geographic 
Magazine. She is the founder of the women's magazine, Zan, and later worked for nine other reformist dailies, all since 
banned in her native Iran.Rageh Omaar: Celebrated TV journalist and presenter in the UK 


