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Steve Cotham : The Great Smoky Mountains National Park (TN) (Images of America)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
(TN) (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Required companion for other books about the areaBy cjtravisI love 
these moderately short, pictorial history books! I have read many books about Gatlinburg and the Smoky Mountains. 
Some even first hand accounts. I was able to make connections with many of those stories to the pictures in this book, 
including many AHA moments when I realized what I was looking at.I do recommend this book as a companion to 
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almost any other book aboutvthe area.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It made my visit to the Great 
Smoky Mountains NP more enjoyableBy William K. HostermanA small, but informative book. It made my visit to the 
Great Smoky Mountains NP more enjoyable.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Welcome addition to 
books on the Great Smoky MountainsBy SallyK8The book contains an excellent blend of photographs you would 
hope to see in a book about the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and many photographs that have not been 
published before. The author's background in history and love of his subject are evident in the photograph selection 
and the concise and informative text and captions. Highly recommended for your personal collection or for gift-giving.

The Great Smoky Mountains National Park draws more visitors than any other park in the nation. The park has some 
of the highest, oldest, and most picturesque mountain peaks and ridges in the eastern United States and more than 800 
miles of hiking trails. These mountains, rivers, and scenic gorges constitute a formidable barrier between Tennessee 
and North Carolina. The struggle to acquire the land for the park from 10 large lumber companies and hundreds of 
small landholders started in 1923 and lasted more than 15 years. More than half of the 500,000 acres acquired for the 
park had been logged before the park's dedication in 1940, but thousands of acres of oldgrowth forest still survive. One 
of the most biologically diverse regions in North America-with thousands of species of plant and animal life, including 
125 species of native trees-the park was designated an International Biosphere Reserve by the United Nations in 1976 
and a World Heritage Site in 1983.

About the AuthorThe most important source for the photographs included inthis book was the work of Knoxville 
photographer James E. (Jim) Thompson, whose photographs of the Great Smoky Mountains are credited with helping 
to persuade Congress to authorize the creation of the park. Steve Cotham, author of Two Centuries of Knox County, 
Tennessee: A Celebration in Photographs, is the manager of the East Tennessee History Center's Calvin M. McClung 
Historical Collection. 


