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Jerome Murphy-O'Connor : The Holy Land: An Archaeological Guide from Earliest Times to 1700  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Holy Land: An 
Archaeological Guide from Earliest Times to 1700: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy drlee040Great work, very thorough!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Essential to the pilgrimBy Charlie Farnes BarnesThis is the best informed and 
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most comprehensive handbook for any pilgrim to the Holy Land. Murphy O'Connor has lived many years in Jerusalem 
and knows the land intimately.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Vicars HodgeThe very 
best Holy Land guide imprint for the serious pilgrim.

Now available in a new edition, this wonderful tour of the Holy Land has been thoroughly revised, expanded, and 
brought up to date. Perfect for travelers (not least those of the armchair variety), this concise, readable, and even witty 
book offers both an authoritative look at the history, art, architecture, and archaeological aspects of the region, and 
expert advice on how to find the sites and monuments of the greatest interest to the visitor. The Holy Land takes the 
reader from Stone Age caves and the grandiose buildings of Herod the Great, to Roman Roads, Byzantine churches, 
Crusader fortifications, and beautifully decorated Mameluke houses. Murphy-O'Connor--who has spent twenty years 
guiding tourists in the Middle East--offers detailed instructions on various routes that will encourage the traveler to 
venture off the beaten path, and provides the latest information on the most recent excavations, complete with detailed 
site plans and maps. For the visitor to a region rich in history and religious tradition the guide is indispensable; for the 
casual reader, it offers hours enjoyment right at home.

.com This book is an excellent choice for visitors to the Holy Land who want to take an in-depth look at the area's 
historical sites. Among this Oxford guide's special features are 150 site plans, maps, diagrams, and photographs; routes 
through the Old City of Jerusalem; a brief historical outline; and a glossary of essential terms. Oxford Archeological 
Guides: The Holy Land is also a useful source of practical advice on museum hours, suggested dress, travel and 
lodging contacts, as well as information on visiting desert locations such as the Judaean Desert and the hills of Elat. 
The first half of the book covers sites in the city of Jerusalem, grouping them into areas for easy exploration. Maps 
accompany each site described. The second half of the book features an alphabetical listing--from Abu Ghosh to 
Yehiam--of key sites scattered throughout the Holy Land. Each site includes a reference to its position on the "Israel 
Touring Map" (available at bookstores in Israel), and especially recommended sites are starred or double-starred. As 
an added bonus to this edition, more than 70 shaded sidebars offer a mini-anthology of ancient texts. "Not only do 
such documents illustrate the sort of material on which our historical knowledge is based, but their vividness and 
immediacy give a new dimension to the sites," writes author Murphy-O'Connor. --Kathryn True `The Oxford 
Archaeological Guides offer a wealth of detailed, accurate but always readable information, providing anyone who has 
a serious interest in archaeology with the means to derive the utmost benefit from a visit to an ancient site. They are 
user-friendly and highly recommended.' Paul Bahn`Always respectful, yet never gullible or preachy, Father Murphy-
O'Connor's The Holy Land is by far the best popular guide to its subject ever written. Every entry bears the indelible 
mark of having been written by someone who knows the place it describes, and has seen it with an expert intelligence 
and an open mind.' Johm RomerAbout the AuthorAbout the Author: Jerome Murphy-O'Connor is Professor of the 
New Testament at the Ecole Biblique et Archaeolgique Francaise in Jerusalem. His book is based on twenty years' 
practical experience in guiding visitors to the Holy Land. 


