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Frank G Carpenter : The Holy Land and Syria,  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Holy Land and Syria,: 

This historic book may have numerous typos, missing text or index. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of 
the original book (without typos) from the publisher. 1922. Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XIX AMONG THE 
SAMARITANS IHAVE just had an interview with a lineal descendant of Aaron, the brother of Moses. I refer to 
Jacob, the high priest of the Samaritans. He belongs to the tribe of the Levites, who in ancient times were at the head 
of the priesthood, and he claims a genealogical tree reaching from that day to this. His family has lived in Palestine for 
more than three thousand years, and high priest has succeeded high priest until this man took the position at the age of 
fifteen, succeeding his childless uncle. He is now almost eighty, and he looks, I imagine, as Aaron and Moses may 
have looked in the latter part of their lives. Over six feet tall, he has the face and form of a prophet. His long beard 
falls down upon his chest and his scholarly face is refined and spiritual looking. I met Jacob here at Nablus on the site 
of old Shechem, within a stone's throw of the well where Christ talked with the woman of Samaria. It is not far from a 
farm which Abraham owned, and about on the spot where Joshua gathered together the tribes of Israel and read them 
the law of Moses. Our conversation took place in the heart of the city in the synagogue of the Samaritans. I had to go 
through vaulted passageways and cave-like streets to reach it. I had an interpreter with me, and as we talked the high 
priest showed me what he said were the original parchments of the five books of Moses as they were written by Abou, 
the son of Ben Hassan, the son of Eleazar, who, you remember, was one of the two sons of Aaron by Elisheba, his 
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wife. The high priest tells me that these five manuscripts were written only twelve years after the Israelites came into 
the Promised Land, and that they are now nearly four thousand years old. They are the oldest Bible manuscripts in 
existenc...


