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James Stejskal : The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War | in South-West Africa
1914-15 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Horns of
the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War | in South-West Africa 1914-15:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. German South West Africa - Jolie's NamibiaBy jack greeneThis


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1909982784

book will not be abest seller. But it iswell balanced and quite good. The author worksin German, and is aware of the
terrible German policies undertaken against the native people. Good read - | read on atrip from Californiato
Milwaukee and Nashville. The author should be congratulated in writing a balanced history often times not seen in the
eraof MASS production of books with little editing.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Stejskal's The
Horns of the Beast.By Bud OdomJim Stejskal's first book shows his talent to absorb all aspects of an event and
communicate them with a flowing, organized style. Exhaustively researched, this work examines alittle-studied WWI
campaign in great detail, explaining the important decisions made by both sides and how they influenced the execution
of theinvasion and battles. Importantly, it discusses the campaign's impact on the larger war and on following
developments in 20th Century South Africaand Namibia. Well worth the read. Don't know why he used a photo of
Sam Elliot on the author info page instead of his own. | look forward to his next work.0 of O people found the
following review helpful. Well written, little known subjectBy Richard Garriott Stejskall am somewhat prejudiced
here, the author is my brother! | did enjoy the book. It is probably the best researched book into the little known WW1
fighting for control of the German African colonies. It iswell written. There islots of detail into the various battles,
some of which was a bit hard to follow without constantly going back and forth to the maps. | found myself
occasionally numbed out by the details. There are some wonderful period photos. It is abook for those interested in
history, Africa, and/or warfare.

"In December of 1914, veteran Boer commander General Louis Bothalanded his forces on the coast of German South
West Africato finish off the colony's Schutztruppe defenders. In August, the South Africans had started off badly with
adisastrous battle at Sandfontein and an internal rebellion that could have torn the Union of South Africa apart.
Botha's campaign would eventually lead to victory, but it would not be easy. Overshadowed and largely forgotten by
the battles in Europe, this was one of the more distant and now almost forgotten episodes of World War |. But from
August 1914 to July 1915, a small German force of 4,000 faced nearly 75,000 Allied troops of the Union of South
Africa, Britain, and colonial Rhodesiain afight that was pivotal in the history of southern Africa. Thisloss on the
battlefield would cost Germany her most prized African possession and prove to be an important milestone in the
history of the country that would eventually become Namibia. Britain was so concerned about the threat the German
protectorate of South West Africa posed to the Empire that it requested its dominion, the Union of South Africa,
occupy the territory's ports and destroy its powerful wireless stations. South African leaders were eager to take on this
‘urgent Imperial service' to expand their own territory. When the Germans capitulated nearly ayear later, it was the
first Allied victory of the war and arallying point for the United Kingdom. It was aterrible place to fight awar.
Invading troops wondered why anyone would want to live in the place, let alone fight over it. Vast deserts barred easy
entry to the country; the bones of animals and humans scattered across the surface attested to their lethal nature. The
South Africans had to feed and water over 100,000 horses and oxen where little fodder existed and after the Germans
had sabotaged many of the water points. Meanwhile, the Germans were looking over their shoulders as the native
peoples they had long mistreated tried to settle old scores through ambushes and sniping. Using primary sources, on
the ground research, and accurate maps and charts of the battles, the author sheds new light on the operations of the
South African Army initsfirst foreign war and the Schutztruppe defense of German South West Africa. The book also
demonstrates the terrible cost of miscalculations by politicians and military leaders on both sides. REVIEWS "What an
interesting and fascinating book. If the Great War reader wants a change from the Western Front, then thisis a book to
read ... Well done Helion for find thislittle gem!" War History Online The author has written, using many generally
overlooked primary and German sources as well as on-the-ground research, an absorbing account of the campaign in
German South West Africathat was largely fought in the inhospitable terrain of the Swakop River Valley. This
account is augmented by a chapter on "The Battlefield Today," containing the author's own observations and
photographs of this generally desolate area and urging battlefield preservation. British victory in the German South
West African campaign contributed to increased moral e throughout the Empire, just as this fine monograph makes a
solid contribution to the study of World War | colonial campaignsin Africa." - International Bibliography of Military
History 35, no. 2 (2015)

"| read this book for the first timein draft form nearly ayear ago and what a pleasureto return to it in its final
form....an insightful and ground-breaking publication... fantastic selection of photos. ... the range of photos and maps
isbrilliant.



