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Edward Beauclerk Maurice : The Last Gentleman Adventurer: Coming of Age in the Arctic  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Last Gentleman Adventurer: Coming 
of Age in the Arctic: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Fascinating Glimpse of Life Trading in the Eastern Arctic Less 
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than a Century ago!By ToffeeA compelling narrative about the experience of a very young man from the U.K. going 
to work for the Hudsons Bay Company in the Eastern Arctic during the Great Depression. Life was tough and 
harrowing, and yet rewarding in terms of unique experiences and warm relationships. It brought back some memories 
for me regarding my experiences in the Eastern, Western and High Arctic during the Seventies and early Eightes....0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Joel BakerExcellent book! Made me feel like I was 
there!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful account of the author's experience in the Artic and 
...By CustomerWonderful account of the author's experience in the Artic and his thoughtful and respectful 
observations of the native culture. I highly recommend this book!

At sixteen, Edward Beauclerk Maurice impulsively signed up with the Hudson's Bay Company -- the company of 
Gentleman Adventurers -- and ended up at an isolated trading post in the Canadian Arctic, where there was no 
communication with the outside world and only one ship arrived each year. But he was not alone. The Inuit people 
who traded there taught him how to track polar bears, build igloos, and survive ferocious winter storms. He learned 
their language and became completely immersed in their culture, earning the name Issumatak, meaning he who 
thinks.In The Last Gentleman Adventurer, Edward Beauclerk Maurice relates his story of coming of age in the Arctic 
and transports the reader to a time and a way of life now lost forever.

From Publishers WeeklyMaurice was a 16-year-old boy from a struggling British family when a missionary from the 
Canadian Arctic paid a visit to his boarding school in 1930. Impressed by an accompanying film about life in the 
frozen territories, Maurice immediately sought employment as an apprentice with the Hudson's Bay Company and was 
sent to a remote trading post, where news from the outside world was often limited to a short weekly radio broadcast. 
He was so young, the local Inuit tribe nicknamed him "The Boy," but, as revealed over the course of this charming 
memoir, he was gradually able to win their trust and admiration. Eventually placed in charge of his own post, 
Mauricehaving already learned the Inuit languagebecame increasingly involved in the daily lives of the local tribe 
members. His accounts of their dramatic romantic entanglements are understatedly amusing, as is the dry observation 
that he himself has been selected by one of the women as a suitable mate. Maurice, who died in 2003, recounts his 
youthful adventures in a graceful style reminiscent of the great 20th-century explorers. Though his tale is somewhat 
more subdued than their exploits, it proves just as engrossing. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of 
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "Enthralling." The New York Times"Maurice evokes his Arctic in vivid detail." 
Boston Globe"An unrivaled portrait of Unuit life." -- National Geographic Adventurer"Effortlessly entertaining." The 
Washington Post"A fascinating often funny chronicle of his early years among the Inuit." Entertainment Weekly 


