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SARA WHEELER : The Magnetic North: Travels in the Arctic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Magnetic North: Travels in the Arctic: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. True and magnetic north in a book.By Gregory FoxThis was an 
interesting whirlwind tour of Arctic geography, peoples, climate and history. As a former sometime Arctic flyer in 
Canada it was easy for me to relate to a few of the author's experiences. The North is a strange, beautiful, and also 
dangerous place if one does not know it. Sara Wheeler captures the wonder of the North and the fascination that 
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generations of explorers had with it, and reading this book reinforced my respect for the hardy, ingenuous, indigenous 
peoples who have made the North their home for thousands of years. I highly recommend this book to anyone who 
wants to capture the flavor of the high latitudes, and I look forward to her next book.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Not my favorite Sara WheelerBy Mary JeffersonOne to get full enjoyment of this book would have to 
strongly believe that climate change is caused by the people of the earth. It was very interesting to learn of the various 
Arctic countries. I had always been interested in the Sami people. By the time you are through with the book you will 
know much more.I have one bone to pick with the author. She writes of the crowded Alaska Marine Highway. I don't 
believe there are traffic jams on the Marine Highway!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Sara Wheeler 
is THE go-to writer about both Poles...By Michael BruchasLove her works - I may never get to where she has 
traveled - but "vicarious thrills" for us arm-chair readers...

"Travels in the Arctic" is a fascinating analysis on the history and future of one of the last remaining wildernesses. 
Smashing through the Arctic Ocean with the crew of a Russian icebreaker, herding reindeer across the tundra with 
Lapps and shadowing the Trans-Alaskan pipeline with truckers, Sara Wheeler discovers a complex and ambiguous 
land belonging both to ancient myth and modern controversy. A fascinating combination of history, science and 
reflection in which Wheeler meditates on the role of the Arctic and how it has been changed by man. This recording is 
unabridged. Typically abridged audiobooks are not more than 60 per cent of the author's work and as low as 30 per 
cent with characters and plotlines removed.

'one of the greatest travel books of our times - poignant, funny, a delight to read'. -- The Independent 


